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The Final Battle Against the Viet Minh 

Reply fiom Colonel Morlane to Colonel] Trinqvuier 
Lieutenant-Celonel NOrLANE 
Boite Postale (7.9. Bax} 40-20, Paris 
Paris, 4 March 1954 

My dear Trinquicr, 

I did indeed receive your letter of 20 February, to which I did net immedie- 
tely reply since I was very busy, as you know, and also becaure I needed some time 
to study some of the questions which you pose. 

The problem of assignments is regulated very carefully, and I intervene as 
much as I can to facilitate the regulation. It 1s not casy, because quality person~ 
nel are grabbed up in Paris as they are in Salgon. 

I certainly did not expect ‘specialists, the lich shock Breup or the old GCMA 
personnel, intended by the DM (expansion unkaown) to serve fn the CHI, to be 
assigned to the TAPI. 

There is a lack of flexibility and even of understanding on the pert of the 
EMIFT, which surprises me. 

It 1s important to Gevelop < coherent relief systen for the GHI, but ve 
always encounter great difficulties. 

The officere currently training at Cercottes make an excellent imoresston, 
with the ex Feepesen of a Heutenant Alain, about whom we shall make our feelings 
clearer in notes at the end of his training. 

You continue to have many drons in the fire, but I must tell you that cespite 
the magnificent successes achieved by the logistic office of the EMIFT, the growth 
of the GI makes me a little dizzy, just as the crganization of the search for 
intelligence wakes me a little worried. 
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S.P. 73,428, 23 April 1954 
Report of Meeting 
A COSMITTRE OF LIBERATION CF THE UPPER REGICNY OF THE RED RIVER has beer 
set up at Hanoi on 15 April 1954 as a cenevilenes of deliberations among the native 
military authorities and prominent people who are currently participating in the 
war against the Viet Minh either by directing guerrilla operations behind the 


Viet Minh or by contributing the traditional influence of their presence to the 


underprounds, er by collaborating ia the joint activity of ilberating territory. 
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Président @LY SEO NUNG 





=e eo: 


Vice Présideats 


[ pour: 


aa . otra THINH eaCARDAMONE: 
Rive droite ONGUYEN DINH TAN @KUONE SAY 


beeen NGOC CAO: OHANS KHAN 


2, ePHAM DUC LONG —eCORAIL 
Rive gouch: j ere ANG CHUNG DZIM CHOCOLAT 


sa sca a 
i! 
| WSecrétaire oHOANG LUNG 


- 














1S Membres | pour : 

' ODEO VAN AN eCARDAMONE 
ae \ SDAO VINH PHUC eCARDAMONE 
hive droite - -° @MAN VAN LA eKHONE SAY 

GCAM BINH OHANS KHAN 
| SCAM NGOC TAN CHANS KHAN 
> * g@LO WEN TEU 
: ne) GHOANG SUNG CO 
ive gauche @NUNG GIUNG SANG 
| ©HOANG DAU SANG 
Ce ee ee ee ae Dee regs = 


Key: l-for, 2-right bank, 3-left bans, 4-secretary, S-members. 
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this Committee could have arisen without previous eppreval from the Commander of” 
the Regional Representation. 

Tha Committee presented itself to the Commander of the Regional Representa-~ 
tion who “officlally" accepts it. With what right and undey what title? 

The report {4s of 15 April. Copy No. 572/D.1 of the Cormander of the North 
Vietnam Regional Representation ig of 23 April. Gn what date was it received by 
the Commander of the Composite Intervention Group? It seenus that you tave been 
faced with an accomplished fact, which you report in your letter Ne. ne of 
18 May 1954 to the Commanding General-in-Chief. 

Il 
File No. 590/D.1 of 27 April 1954 from the Commander of the North Vietnam Fegional 
Represcntatlon | 

After having "officially" accepted the Committee and signed che resolutions 
made unanimousiv, the Commander of the Regional Receseaearten, undoubtedly aware 
thee ha had gone too far, naxes propes+ls to the Command, esking thac the Com 
manding General-in-Chief accept the Tigh Presidency of the Committee. | 

The f1ie ie from 27 April? Wheat dute was it receivec by the Conmand of 
the Couposite Intervention Group? 

ITT 
Your letter No. 216/3/OPS of 18 May 1954 to the Comnzanding Senexel-in-Chief 

In this letter you confsmm the sitvatioy actually created by the Comnancer 
cf the North Vietnam Regional Representation in presenting the initiative of 
your subordinate, requesting that a decision be studied and glossing over the 
responsibilities which he took in backing you in the report of Activity of the 
Composite Intervention Group of the fourth quarte7 of 1953. You even specify that 

the dentin of this Committee of Liberation "follows the poiitical line folloved 
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of the Meeting of 12 January 1954 cf the sene Committee No. 9/EEC/COA of Janu 


20 January 1954). 
You and your Regional Representation Commands 2re not to tate any initiative 


in the arees which can have political effects or havea political cappearance. It 


is up to you to make proposais which must be addressed through channels for stucy 


< 


- by the Conmittee of Orientation of actien, the Commission of Origntation of Action, 


if necessary, in orcer to be presented to the Commanding General-in-Chief ane the 
Commissicner General. - 

Although having been summcnec te the Comission of Orientation of Action, 
which met on the afterncon of 20 May, you sent on the moming of 20 May an"“urgent”™ 
telegram to the North Vietnam Regicenal Representaticn Coumender, for him to 
envisage installing among the Red Thais a Committee of the same type as that which 

2s just been formed for the Upper Fed River. 

All of this shows that the Cozposite Intervention Groue is conducting end - 
carrying cut a "policy" despite the instructions of the Higher Autheritiec. 

As a result and as a werning, I am drawing up a punishment report cenceming 
you for the game reason as that drawn up for the North Vtetnem Regional Representa~ 
tion Commander. 

AK 

With respect to the Committee of Liberation of the Upper Rec River, I ask 

you to: | 


a) Inform me of the number of copies end the list of recipients of the Report 


of 15 April 1954 signed by the President of the Committee, the Vice Preeicents, the 


members of the Committee and Battalion Leader Fournier, 
b) Recover the copies, 
c) Send me the copies recovered, 
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The oyrpese of the mecting was to cxcrine solutions to be envisaged with 


regpect to the future of the undergrowndcs in view of the currant situation. 
Lt 
after a discugsilon of the question, the Commission believes that the under- 
groud3 shoule continue their activity with the seme intensity «5 previously, 


while adapting themselves to the new uilicary situation created by the fall of 


Dien Bien Phu. 
Ill 

In case the Geneva conversations should end in a “cease-fire”, it believes 
that the underprounds should still continue their operations, or at least be kept 
in reserve to form a potential force which can be used if necessary. 

+ G)~-Ceasequently the amaission. is cpposed to revealing is the current nego- 

tistions the existence of tlie mdergrounds us an argument for the creation of 
deni litartecs zones, Actually,if such zones ware created, there would be a risk 
of seeing the installetion of cowpysita commissions responsible for controlling the 
dicarmanent of the troops, whether regular or irregular. Since the purpose is to 
preuerve the andergrounds is hiding, the 4dea of transforeing the underground 
fisiiters inte reyular troops is abandoned; at a later time it would lead to their 
disarmament which, jacidentally, vould te very difficult or even inpossibie in 
view of the independent nature of these political-nilitary organizations. 

b)--Therefore the Comission beljeves that it is preferetle, after informing 


the native leaders, to evacuate the French staffs, to officially ceny any "ranch 


participation in the organization of the undergrounds, and to maintain with then 


only a clandestine conneciicon. 
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In case cf evacuation of Laotfan territery by the Vier Minh rrcops, the 


undarsrounds could be of great usefulness on the intelligence level, espectally 
those wno might be at the adse cf future Viet Minh zonee. 
¢)—The Commission requests that the French Delegation to Geneva te apprised 
of this position, and that in particular it deas not reveal the cenilitarized 
zones based on the existence of the underzrcunds, a study ef which seems to have 
been made alreacy. 
IV 


the 


The Coumission gives its approval tc the transitional measures teken by 


GMI Commander in anticipaticn of a later perlod of rest for the undergrounds, 


namely: 


1) Food ae stocking arms, exmunition and paddy. 
H 
2) Measures proper to assure the ralntenance of radio communication. 
Eaving been informed of the creation of a "Political Comzittee of Liberation 
of the Upper Red River" at Eanoi, the Comission gives its appreval to this 
activity to the extent that it remains within the initiative of the lecak uncer-- 


ground leaders. On the other hand, it issues distinctly unfavorable edvice oun 


meking this ectivity official and sponsored Ly official Freach apencles or 


For Colonei Fieurant 
President of the Commission 
ho. 6 

Licutenant—Colonel Vitry 
Secretary 


Signed: Vitry 
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Rey: l-Punisnment of Colonei Trinquter tecause of CLUTR, 2-reeica or gerrison 


T.C.E. (expansion un«nown) (if there is enc), 3- 
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crps cry service, RIIfT, Stt 
Section, 4-model No. 7, Azticle 52 of the Regulation, format: 1/4 scuare, 

5-REPORT OF PUNISEMENT inflicted on an officer, 6-(illecibie refarring to form 
number), 7-neame and rank cr officer punished, S-Trincuder, Roser, Lre.-Col., G{i 
Chief, 9-neme and rank of officer inflicting punishment, 10-Col. Belieun, Celegate 
of the Director of the Office General of SDICE, Jl-nsture of punishment, 12-ten 
days of strict (illegible), 13-circunstances accompanying the error, 14-teo! 
initiatives of a political nature with no emergency nature without authorization 
of Superior Authorities, ius eevicus punishments (numericel), i€-none, 17-judg- 
ment of the corps or service leader on the conduct and service attituce of the 


officer punishec, 18-rank, name aad occupation of the leader of the corps (or 


sarvice), initialed by Lt.-Col. Tringuier, 1¢-(illegivie).- 
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Letter of Farewell from Colonel Tringuier te Colonel 


Wy dear Morlane, 

I have just received your telegram No. 225 of 26 Juae 1954. 

I an reporting to you that, if the SDICE wants me to craw up a request for 
relief, such as I mentioned this morning to Colcnel Belleux, I am reac; to do so 


imaediately. 


Contrary. to what might be supposed, I have never clung to the GHAI on the 
departure of Colonel Grall, who did not give me any orders, but a situation obscure 


at the least, I went to find Colonel de Bollardiere snd informec hin cf my lack 


of enthusiasin for accepting such replacement. Ee asked me to stay, with the prin- 
cipal reason mentioned by him being that, with Grall, we nad drawn into tuis situa- 


tion an entire team of young comrades, and that I did not have the right te drop 


them. Colonel de Bollardiere its in France, and you can ask hin. This is se T 
accepted the heavy responsibilities which were to cevoive upon me. 

In addition I thought I nad the total support of SDECE. 

After ny trip to Paris I did my best to apply the directives recesved in 
Paris--corfused with TAPI, abandonment of the SOA OR CT Tn ree erilen- 


tations toward South and Central Vietnam, etc., and I promised to keop vou up to 


nv 


date through perscnel letters on all questions which could arise. The question 


of credits was never resolved. I explained this to Paris in a very cetallec 


report. It is finally being studied seriously, and I think it can be solved. 


How, shortly after my departure, you summoned (or he came to see you) 


Romain-Desfosses, telling him--according to Remain-Desfosses: 


‘rhat I am blamed for using methods which vere not in cenfornity vith these 


+ = ee ie ebhae Oe ol re zat anasft 2A¢ 
of SDECE, and that my relief was being considerec. At that tame homesn mes fosses 


becane a candidate for Git. 
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Y Kad informed you in France of my desire to extend to Decezber, and. there- 


+ 


fore I crew up a recuest for extension. Not receivins any reply, 1 wrote to you. 


Since you answered nme that my request for relief was requested by Seison, fF 


addressed ryseif to Generai Nevarre, esking hin in effect if he had any 
reproeches to make against me. 

General Navarre is in France, and it will be easy to verify whet I am about 
to state. 

General Navarre was surprised cnet there hed been any question cf ry re- 
placement, and that the question haa never been put to him. Since a three-menth 
furlough in France wes too long an absence, he asked me to take only 45 days. If 
I accepted this proposal, he wes prepared that very day to write to Mr. 
Boursiceur to ask for me to be retained, which he did. 

I leter reported this converseticn to Colonel] Belieux. I thought that this 
question “as resolved. 

Now it ceems that, according to your telegran, in Paris you have not dropped 
the idea of my relief, and that my presence at the head of Gfl is undesirable. 

Therefore I took your telegram to Colonel Belleux and asked him, as I had 

a 


done three months before, what complaints SDECE had drawn up agetast rie. There 


were none, except for sone slight marters based mainly on a bed mood, undcerstand~ 


o 


able from learning,when I did net arpect it, thet reproaches had been nade against 


fe and without my being informed of anything. 


R. Tringuiecr. 
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The Retum to the Shadows 


Draft of Constituticn of the Sects (1 May 1954) 


L. WITH RESFECT TO TEE FUTURE RELATIONS WITM FRAICE, THIS IS WAT Tut 
DRATT ANTICIPATES: 
Negotiate nev agreements. Obtain the nass transfer cf powers already held 


by the French civil and nilitary authorities, in order that the Vietnamese realize 


-in a clear and indisputeble way that their country is really independent. 


Develcped on the principle of equal assoctatien, the new treaty will concede 
to France cultural and eccnomic ‘nees, the right of French to settle in Viet- 
nam, and reciprocal treatment for ..etnamese to settle in France. 

The R.P. V. (Asseably of Vietnamese Patriots) is particularly anyious fox the 


agreements to be totally and faithfully applied. It recommends the creation cf 


fa 


"Commission for the Control of Applicaticn of the igreements”. 

Il, WITH RESPECT 10 TEE RELATL iS WITH THE NITED STATES OF AMERICA, THIS 
IS WHAT WAS ANTICIPATED: - | | 

Thr RPV suggests that the United States continue to help us (but not to buy 
us). ‘That the United States try to come to an agreement with the USSR to put an 
end to che cold war end to acuesaive Vietnam, at igase temporarily Qo to 20 
years, time for Vietnam to rise fron its ruins). 

TIL. RELATIONS WITH CUINA: 

Geography demands that we have a non-agression policy vis-a-vis China. 
Tidepengent Vietnam will recognize the Peking government anc will sipn a non- 
eggression pact with it. | 

IV. POSITION OF TE R.P.V. VIS-A-VIS THE VIET MIM: 

The RPV is an essexbly of all of the political parties with the corron deno- 
minator; the only categorical imperative "Vietnam first". It will be harpy to 

cept into its mdést ccomunist Vietnamese if they achere to this princirle. 
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the RPV will try to convince the Viet Minh leaders of the necessity of 
putting an end to a war whieh, if it is continued, will brine the tctal ruin of 


our country ancé its subjugation to a foreign power (China or the United States). 


Can the two camps not come to an agreement on the following policy 


ts 


Cal 
f 
Pf 


(Nee 


is) 

}— 

}~ 
Md 
Nae? 


frees elections six months or a wear after the cenelusion of an agreeneant. 


Freedom (controlled by neutral powers) of propagenda of the political parties 


in the two zones. Election by nominal universal suffrage. 


The elected assembly will draw up a constitution which the authorities of 


the two zones will promise to apply. 


Order of the Day to the Gif 
Command-in-Chief of the Ground, Air and Naval Forces in Incochina a 
Composite Intervention Group | 
Gut Regional Representation in North Vietnam 
Telephone: Central ABROGE 
No. 1140 D.1L 
S.P. 73,428, 1 August 1954 

SECRET 
ORDER OF THE DAY of Battalion Chief Reger Fournser, Commender of the Tonkin 
Composite Intervention Group 

The'' cease-fire", taking effect on 27 July 1954, suite an end to the activities 
of the Tonkin Conposite Intervention Group. On this date, since all parachuting 
is forbidden, our undergrowmds find themselves in a critical situation. But all 
of our partisans have locally found sclutions permitting them not to capitulate: 
it is with a great deal be pride that we once again note thelr courage, their 
initiative end their determination. 


292 


oe were, 
sae oe 


rar oe 


. 
ry 


. 
. 


oe mrris 
aa 


mee 


. 8 fF 
eo, 6 #8 
ope ao ate 
. ) ee 
coe oF eN . 
eo.» 8 8 Ff 
oa. 


ou 


nwo enie 
t 
£ 
net o' 


e 


7 ae 
. 
« 
‘ 
woe 


' 
a. 


Ps 
ry 


eee 
as 
"eo @ 
ey 


s 
--% @ 


the vara 


«. . 
a i ce ee 


o,2,° 
ons 
t vie 
oe 
« 


Oo A oh db Aihincl 


& 


[eae 


ema 

Py 

ao of 
Ltn’ 


aro 


t 
roe 
als 


«2 


le 
¢ s 


“= 8 @ 


. 
x. 
- 
e 


ey “ys 
o 


wk 


Ca ae 
fen 


eee, 
* 
Fo aA Ne 


2 
ous 


x 


.Wo @o@oe 
capeatie te “a fe 


alas 

y eu rae: 
a ee od 

2 a” of. 


eo ke ween 
2 


oe - 
eos 
s 


t 
- 


"if 
.* bre 


“oT r, 

ae 
2 
2 


wert 
meee a 
oly er Ot en eee 


e of 
ree en 


. 3 a TE TT'S 7, 
ee fF Om gt He 


wwe th do Oe Minhe 


tie fe 


soe 


For these in the provinces cf Feng Saliy and San Waua, who are transferred 
uncer the orders of the Gil/Laos, 1 e:press my dearest wishes for peace to retum 
to their country, which remains intecc. 

For you, my mountaineer friends of the Upper Teakin, with wher I have lived 
through exciting hours, I must tell you of my deep affection and acmiraticn. Since 
1955, wher. the Vier Mink overran cur High Region posts, ycu Fave risen and enlisted 
in the GCIA ranks, carrying on guerriila warfare behind the enemy, harassing 
cenvoys, mining highways, anc eenueeiies food and ammunition depots of a numerous 
and well-armed enemy. 

After the experiences of the Cice~Quan-Lo and Hanas undergrounds, cestroyed fa 
murderous combet, yeu were oole to re-establish contact with your friends and rela- 
tives, thanks to the bold special missions which have cemanded the admiratica cf 
everyone. Psrachuted more than 190 kilemeters. insice the rebel zone under parti- 
cularly dangerous conditions, isclated end pursued, you have succeeded in returming 
to vs at the cost of uuprecedented sulfcring and sacrifice. Thanks to yeu, 

Special MissLon Partisans, we were then able te relieve the entire 


country and address our offensive activities to Phong Tho, Chapa, Muong Bo, Lao Kay, 


Than Uyen, Muong-Djone and Xghia-lLe, 


Me 


Finally, crowning these successes without precedent in indochinese history, 
our guerrillas crossed the Red River ang relieved the provinces of the left bank; 


4.e., the capture of Pa Kha, Yen Binh Xa and Roang-Su-Phi, establishing the measure 


J 
of our success cn the eve of the "cease-fire". 


We must also mention the role that you played in the battle of Dien Bien Phu, 


during which you irmobilized far fren the main battlefield l2vier Minh battalions, 


g: this is one of your finest feats 


Q 
we 


including 6 regular ones ane 12 Isez?2 cerpani 
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of arms, among so wany unknown end seriterious operations wrica involved you in 


the general buttle. 
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The Gli/Teakin did not restrict its efforts in ether reglens. On the Seng Ma, 
our Colibri, Aigion and Calamar uncergrounds permitted our troops to evacuate 


“fat bactalions. 


% 
ty 
cq? 
p 
Ha) 
x 
t be 
cy 
oO 
tad 
ct 
ret] 
Wt 
° 
wt 
or 
a 
p> 
ry 
G2 
rh 
pots 
rt 
0] 
a. 
~w 
| had 
J 
mr 
J 
ie 
rh 
Hy) 
fo) 
tC 
.o) 
= 
an 
p+ 
“A 
ry 
Oo 
G 
t- 
-- 
a 
ud 
< 
bo 
ct 


a 4 


In the province of Phong Saly our active prasence frustratec the joint efforts of 


oe 


Minh battalions who could not manega to control the region. In 


ct 


& 


t~ 


three regular 


o 


the rezions of Sexteu and ifucng Soi, the guerviila teams cecimatec efter the 
te) ? Qo 3 


retreat from Sem Neua, rose again and an important underground formed spontanecusly 


aB a consequence. 

Elsewhere the mission was even rougher; it would be necessary to cite many 
nates from which our team withdrew after the roughest tests! Phuc Yen, Son Tay, 
Hadorng, Tien Yen, Pho-Ba Che, Hon “Ne, Thanh Hoa, Vinh, Ua Tinh, Muong Sal, 

Mucng Eeup, Muong Khoa, the Tranninh where the significant Malo-Servan missicn 
was bern, fed by the GHI/fonkin. 

In thig innensa guerrilla. zone, where so nany ceeds of courage and self- 
genial took zlace cvery day, th: food supply had to be assured ja 2 rathodical 
and organized wey by air. The role of the General Staff and of the 5.0.A.N. 
(expansion unlineva) was of prime order there, because in these rough regions with 
unstable weather, personnel had to be us2d who were accustomed to this difficult 


tes and fanatic in their air mission, despite the crushing fatigue and the dally 


risks. 


Everywhere everyene aiso éid his best in the most obscure nissions of an 


déninistration.... 


This great machine, which the CtI/Tonkin was, "turned around" in a tedious 


- q om " t- —_ 
end friendly atmesphere where everyone found the cenplete fulfilment of his per 


; My me os ¢ ° o fy. « 
4n the most audacious initiatives, the customary lot of our mission: I 
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senality 
: : : ir he he De Yank vy : 
taka g great ce2l of price in having teen your Chicf, and T thank vou for it. 
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Now, oy frierds, other missions are waiting for us. If we are separated, 
we renain no less united by our common memories, by the particular training with 


waich all of us sre impregneted from tne GT /Tonkin. 
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aK 

More then a thousand dead and three theusand weunded, such is the martyr- 
ology of your band of partisans who, bepinning clandcestinely, wanted to battle in 
the sun, relieve entire provinces and not count your sacrifices in a bloocy 
Struggle which involved the entire Seance against communisn. 

Today ve must, witlLovt having been conquered by the Viet Minh, cease the 
Struggle by aras anc retum to the shadow. 

If your hearts remain faithful to the eeaory of your Chiefs and your ccn-~ 
rades, to the sacrifice of our peenen and native dead, if your spirit retains 
intact the ideal of liberty which aninated your ams, the future is yours. 

Today I can only mention the worcés inscribed on the tricolor flazs waving 
over the undergrounds on the eve of the "ceasa-fire": 

| —-CONFIDENCE 
~~-EOPE 

~-REMALN: UNITED. 


If these feelings survive in your trials, everything is possible. 
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liay 1953 


29 iar 1953 


4 June 1953 


17 July 1953 


From May 1953 


to Sep 3952 


3 Oct 1953 to 
18 Oct 1353 

1 Sep 1953 te 
30 Nov 1953 

7 Oct 1953 


LY Oct 1953 
hay 19523 


how to Dec 





1953 





Bien Phu -asin 

Dien bien Phu 

Yao San Meo (Province 
of Lai Chau) 


Phong Tho 


Leng Son 


Cotenh plateau, Mucng 


Lam (con the Song Ma) 
and RP 41 (Thven Cheu) 
Leo hay 
Colibri 

underground, 
RP 41 and Song Ma 
Chap2 


Binh Lu 
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"Grenoble" parachuting of 48 commaudas 


Raid of 60 GYI partisans (Cardamone) 


Capture of the town and development 

of Cardanone 

Hirondelle, 50 CCMA coTmaados 

Reid of the teen of Captain Wetert and 
Sgt. Chatcl, Cermanco Group 8, develop-~ 
ment of Colibri 

Chau Quan Thin Cperaticon, parachuting 50 
commandos to the Coc Leu anenance 
Repression operaticn conducted by 

& Viet Minh battaltfons 

Oecupetion of the town by Cardanone 
Sater Cperation. Caprturse of the town 

by Cardanone 

Capture of cormunities and Dakota straps 
by “Khone Say" pertisens 

Viet “duh repression vgeration conductec 
by 3 battaltens a,ainst Cerdasene anc 
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Attack on the province by 2 Viet Minh 
battalions (910 and 920, 142) 

Pecapture cf the totm by Cor.dor 

Reception of Lai Chau escapees by 

Gamma partisans 

Recapture of communities by Camme partisans 
Participation of Cosmendo Group 8 in the 
Resistance Center operations, parachuting 
of 25 commandes east and northeast of 

the Resistance Center 

Extension of guerrillas toward the south 


~ ~” 


Bay-Ta Khoa highway, immobili- 
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and the Yen 


vation of 13 Viet Minh battalions in the 


guerrille zcenes, Parechuting 400 comen- 


dos bentnd the Viet Minh. 

Attack of 3 Viet Minh battalions, 910/148, 
920/148. $99/176, against Condor-Vautour. 
Repression operation af 9 Viet Minh batta- 
lions against friendly guerrillas of Carda- 
mone, Khone Say and Ranns Khan. 
Parachuting a commando (70 men). Recap- 
ture of the town and the strip. 
Guerrilla operations retaking control of 
repicn east of Than Uyen and crossing 
River to the south. 
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Status No. 


Summary of Individual Citatloas Awvarce 
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Parachuting a 48-man comzando to 
recreata the Chocolat zone 
Parachuting 72 commancos. epture of the 
town. with guerrillas. Restoraticn of the 
strip condition. 


Capture of airstrip. 


period uncer consideration was marked by more than 1,260 personnel 


luto the enemy rear zone 


and the execution of special missions in favor 


(Laotian Ground Forces) and the FINV (North Vietnam Growmd Forces) 


Moc Chau-Na San, Tuan Giao, Hoa Binh and Lang Son). 
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d to the Perscnnel of the North Vietnan 


Regicnal Representation Since 15 December 1952. 
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19~auxilieries and partisans. 


a 


were ee 
ob! & oS 


Status tio. 2 


e 
e gt 


ave 
a 
esa nee 


Summary of Tadividual Citations In Process cf Confirmetion 


» 
. 


e 
a 






ye 

i. 

r* . 

r” be 

“me « 

ir, vod 

~ td 

A e 

. on So 

tr. 

Fe . 

r. 

2 Cie Fireriwsn . 
4 CX Gubsisontess 3 

be OF, Auieetionas +] 1 

: 4. Bureptons/S 

fG8. Estoedttor-e9 /, q 

7 GR. Cepikiie/ 7 3 

uy WOR, Supgkie 7g 

H Crenctis et Post]? 

f: Fok Sar Pa eg eae eo oe ea 

es 

f Key: l~ceccrations and citations, 2-ranks, 3-Officer of the Lesgien of Kenor, 
B, 

be + ° ° 

ti 4-Legion of Eonor, 5-unknow abbreviation, 6-Amy, 7-Amny Corps, 8&-Division, 


» 
é 
ary 


* 


9-Erigade, 10-Regiment, 11-Comments, 12-Field officers, 13-junior officers, 


aot A Pd A a 


‘ l4-native officers, 15~European noncommissioned officers, 16-native noncommis— . 
3 stoned officers, L?-auxiliary officers, 18-auxitliary noncommissioned officers, 

“/ 

wt Weauxiiitaries and partisans. 

«' 


3u0 


. ’ ° : ‘ 7, - a Re, Si a ae Se oe a) . AA n : - aCe . - . . . . a + 
a ee te te ate te Pe aa ee a Cate OE PO Us le a Me OE ee er oe Wee eet 


Peis 
c 


Sa VS 


a ate Cas ; 
eens RA eR TEROA Bb nk 88 OS. tee ITEP 8 Oe Al ae A Fat Stee eT eet wi e® 


ye 8 8 
Chaar 
oer Ma 


a Retin 


Me pe 


~ 


ree ee 2 ow 


Cae. tne “s =o s a ee, ee Oe * ne a a a a i ee ae ee ea ee Se SS Se Pe 8S Re sy eR tee et ae Be Fe Me fe Se ts 


Text Proposed for a Citation for the Order of the Amny 

The North Vietnam Composite Intervention Group Regional Representaticn per- 
ticularly Cistinguished itself durinc the years 1953-1954 under the instigation cf 
Battalion Chief Roger Fournier. ” 

With the cission of gveanieias ammed resistance in the provinces occupied by 
the Viet Minh, namely in the High vegion of North Vietnam, since 1 January 1953 it 
has raised and arzed more then 10,000 partisans organized into 19 grcups, opera- 
ting behind the rebels in a zone eeveeans nore than 39,000 square kilometers. 

In May 1953 it Poesed a the Muong Lem-Tuan Chau region en underground of 
2,400 armed men who covered the evacuation of Na San (October 1953) by their opera- 
tions; attacked in November 1953 by six Viet Minh battalicns and forced to retreat 
dato the Cotonh plateau and then gone underground, it inflictec heavy losses on the 
Benes ane eontesared to disorpanizing a Feeament of the 316th Division. 

| “In July 1953, in the Phong Tho-Than Uyen provinces, 1t established an wmder- 
ground of 4,000 weapous. On 3 October 1953, during a bold raid at Lao Kay, coupled 
with the parachuting of uderground cozunndos, the partisans blew up the Red River 
bridge, inflicting a serious blow on the rebel military potential of this region. 

Attacked from November 1953 to Jume 1954 by eight regular battalions ené 
12 district companies, on whom it inflicted heavy losses, the wndergrounds 
succeeded in remaining through their incessant guerrilla activities in their zone 
of action and in disorganizing the 183rd Battalion of the 246th Regiment. 

in 40 days, from May to Jume 1954, after sSvinn percaeea a contact team, 
it completely succeeded in forming an underground of 200 weapons on the left 
bank of the Upper Red River. After severe battles, the particularly active 
partisans put to flight the rebel wits in this sector end occupied Pa Kha, Ngnia 


Do, Yen Binh Xa, Roang Su Phi, Phalong end phorane, inflicting neavy losses on 


the Viet Minh. 
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province. Going immediately into actica, 


on 5 June 1954. 


It parachuted more than 1,200 sersunnel, maintaining a climate cf ‘nsecurity 


in the rear Viet Minh zone. 

Thus, throuch its intense cpercticn 
Representation permanently hela cewn 15 ¥ 
inflicting the following losses cn the ré 
3,500 killed and wounded, 100 prisoners. 
T.O.E. (expansion unknown) OF TEE Cross 0 


FOURNIER. 


1,290 wearens was forred in the Sam Teu 
it destroyed a rebel unit at Muong Sol 


23 activity, the North Vietnam Regional 

fet ifinh battalions in the High Region, 

bels in the vears 1953-1954; 

THIS CITATION INCLUDES TNE AWARD OF THE 


F WAR WITH PALM FOR BATTALION LEADER 


S.P. 99.473, 30 August 1954 


Lieutenant-Colonel Trinquier 


_Cenmposite Intervention Group Commender 


> 
c> 
tw 


Lal 


Eunan Losses 
















a 
A. a eee 


t / 
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Pa 3 9/Ofiiclers 7 
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eDisparus : 4 Oificters? 
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PERTES AMIES 
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@ Tués : 2 Offictera (Cne RICHARD — Lt CUZOL) 
t7e/Otficier (HKONTFORT) 


14 s/Ofiiciers et Cororaux.S 








v 
‘ o Disparus : ; 37 s/Otticters 7 
310 hommes de troupe id 
( C. — PARTISANS 
a Me Tuds : 1500 7 
5@ Blessés : 252 évacuds, plus de 1509 non évucués. 
2. PERTES REDELLES 
3 
© Tuss et blasees:: ertimés & 3 £5) hammes hors de combet 
4 © Prisonniors e% Ralllds : pros de 1 699. 
- DOO PERRET ON SPIED) NaNO SES LOREENA CLLR STR CGS SE AIS RR OE, 
= Key: 1-Friendly losses, 2~Eurcpeans, 3-killed, 4-wounded, 5-disappeared, 


6-officers, 7-noncoumissioned officers, &-noncommissioned officers snd corporals, 


9-regular natives, 10-troops, li-evacuated, more than 1,500 non~evacueted, 


12~rebel losses, 13-killed and wounded: esti 


14-priscners and won over; nearly 1,000. 
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Materiel Recovery and Lesses 


(PERTES ARMIES 
A. ~— ARMEMENT . 
&3 “aIraes automatiques 
2!2 platolsis mitrailleura 2 
1252 fuelts‘b 2 
t moriler de ai “6b 
& morilera de 60 


B, —~ RADIO 


§ postes SCR &o3 
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A. — ARHEMENT 


185 armos autometiques * 
1609 fuslis * 
248 platolets mitrailleura > 
47 mortiers tous calibres | 
140 tonnes ds munitions divorses!* 
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B.— Vi¥RES 
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Key: 1-friendly losses, 2~automatic weapens, 3-automatic pistols, 4-rifles, 
5-1 8] ma mortar, 6-60 mm mortars, 7-SCR GO4 sats, 8-SCR 536 sats, 9-relel 
losses of material, 10-1ifles, li-mortars of ail calibers, 12-tons of various 


kinds of amaunktion, 13-food, l4-tons of stored paddy. 


age? <7 > 


Coloiel Royer Trinauier 

Born 20 March 1903 in the Iautes~Aipes province. 1922, Aix-en-Provence 
Normal School. 1928, Sainc-ifaixent. 1632, Second ideutenant in a frontier post 
in Tonkin. 1937-1938, transterred to the Meginct Line. 1938, Guard company of 
the French empassy in Peking and then Aide to the Colonel Commanding the French 
troops in Shanghai. 1943, Commanded the B 4 Ccommando of the Ponchardier Commando. 
1947, Created the 2nd BCCP with Battalion Chief Dupuis (the first battalion of 
colonial paratroopers set up). weskcuhar 1948, took command of the Znd BCC. 
January i950, conaanded the Instruction Center of the Colonial Troops at Freijus, 
later the Jump School of Vannes-Meucon. May 1953, commanded the GCiA. February 
1955, various training periods in France. August 1956, Aide to Generali Massu in 


Algeria. 1957, Battle of Algiers with the 3rd RFC (expansion unknown). April 


"1958, took command of the 3rd RPC following Col. Bigeard. 13 May i958, with 


General Massu formed the Coumittae of Public Sufety.at Algiexs. June -1959, rook 
command of the Ei Hilia sector. December 1960, appointed Aide to ghe General 
Commanding the military subdivision of Nice. January-April 1961, charged by 
Pierre Messmer te organize the Katanga ATELY + | 

Ll wound ca 13 August 1948 at Lad Thieu with the Qnd BCCP. 

Cormanjer of the Legion of Honor since 3 May 1957. 


e 
14 citations, including 10 cf the Order of the Amy. 
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Table of AbbDreviaticas 


PCCr 


Colonial Battalion of Parechute Comnanceas 


BrP Foreign Parachute Battalion 


BPVii 


Vietnamese Parachute Battalion 


CIA Central Intelligence Agency 


CLEFR 


DGD 


DI 


KPV 


RR 


RTM 


Conulttee of Liberation of the Upper Red River 
General Office of Documentation 

Infantry Division : 

Cropping Zone 

Inter-Army General Staff cf the Ground Forces 
Operational General Staff of Airborme Bases 
North Vietna Ground Forces a 

Suipers and Partisans 

Adrbore Composite Ccomimde Group 

Corpeaite LIaterventicn Croup 

Northwest Operational Group 

Special Missions 

Comtand Post 

Colenial Highway 

Provincial tighway 

Assembly of Vietnamese Patriots 

Regional Representation 

Moroccan Rifle Regiment 


Counter- 


Foreign Documentation and Espionage Service 


Operationa). Intelligence Service 


TAPI Airborne Trocps in Indochina 


Mi Viet Minh 


Northwest Autoncemous Zone 
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EACH ACTIVITY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DESTRUCTION OF THIS 
DOCUMENT ACCORDING TO APPLICABLE REGULATIONS. 
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